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REPORT. 


Whickham, 

January  zotJi ,  1903. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  ending  December 
31st,  1902. 

The  actual  number  of  deaths  registered  during  that 
period  was  204,  109  less  than  last  year.  8  persons  belonging 
to  the  District  died  in  public  institutions,  namely,  1  at 
Sedgefield  County  Uunatic  Asylum,  1  at  Harton  Workhouse, 
and  the  remaining  6  at  Gateshead  Union  Workhouse,  bringing 
the  total  number  of  deaths  to  212.  These,  calculated  upon  an 
estimated  population  of  13,752,  give  a  death-rate  of  15*41. 

There  were  96  deaths  at  Dunston,  or  41  less  than  last 
year;  51  at  Swalwell,  or  27  less  than  last  year;  Whickham 
46,  5  less  than  last  year ;  and  22  at  Marley  Hill,  or  20  less 
than  last  year,  thus  shewing  a  uniform  decrease  in  each 
locality. 

The  births  registered  were  520,  as  against  524  last  year, 
shewing  a  decrease  of  4. 

There  were  68  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age, 
giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  13*07  per  1,000  births,  as 
compared  with  26*14  last  year.  This  low  death-rate  is 
probably  due  to  the  fact  that  there  has  not  been  a  single  death 
from  Epidemic  Diarrhoea  during  1902.  East  year  no  less 
than  31  deaths  were  registered  from  this  cause.  The  number 
of  deaths  due  to  Zymotic  disease  was  15,  as  against  47  last 
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year,  giving  a  death-rate  of  0^91 .  There  were  7  x\ccidents 
and  1  Suicide.  The  number  of  death  from  Phthisis  was  14 ; 
9  of  these  occurred  at  Whickham,  1  at  Swalwell,  2  at  Marley 
Hill,  and  7  at  Dunston,  giving  a  death-rate  of  o'9i.  The 
deaths  from  Bronchitis,  Pleurisy,  and  Pneumonia  numbered 
33,  shewing  a  decrease  of  8  since  last  year,  and  making  the 
death-rate  0*41. 

I  received  173  Notifications.  163  were  Scarlatina.  Of 
the  remainder,  5  were  Erysipelas,  4  Enteric  Fever,  and  1 
Relapsing  Fever. 

It  will  be  convenient  to  take  the  Infectious  Diseases  in 
the  order  named  in  Table  IV. 

S  mall,- pox. — N  il . 

MEASLES  was  very  prevalent  at  Dunston  and  Swalwell  in 
the  months  of  June  and  December,  and  caused  6  deaths, — 1 
at  Whickham,  3  at  Swalwell,  and  2  at  Dunston.  These  were 
all  complicated  with  convulsions  and  broncho-pneumonia. 

Scarlet  Fever.  —  Two  deaths  occurred  at  Dunston, 
although  163  cases  were  notified  to  me.  These  were  spread 
pretty  regularly  all  over  the  District.  O11  notification,  they 
were  all  visited  by  me,  and  also  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances, 
and  instructions  given  as  to  isolation,  where  possible.  Dis¬ 
infectants  were  freely  distributed,  and  all  other  means  used  to 
prevent  it  spreading,  but  it  did  so  in  spite  of  all  the  precautions 
which  were  taken.  I  find  it  impossible  to  prevent  people  from 
visiting  infected  houses,  although  I  give  them  strict  injunctions 
not  to  do  so.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  there  are  a 
number  of  very  mild  cases  which  are  never  seen  by  a  doctor, 
and  the  children  are  sent  out  and  about  and  to  school  Ions: 
before  they  are  free  from  infection,  thus  spreading  the  fever. 

Whooping  Cough  was  prevalent  at  Swalwell  and 
Dunston  in  the  months  of  February,  March,  May,  June.  July, 
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and  August.  It  caused  7  deaths — 4  at  Dunston  and  3  at 
Swalwell, — exactly  the  same  number  of  deaths  as  last  year, 
and  taking  place  in  exactly  the  same  localities. 

Diphtheria. — Nil. 

Croup. — Nil. 

Typhus  Fever. — Nil. 

Enteric  Fever — 4  cases  were  notified — 3  at  Swalwell 
and  1  at  Dunston.  These  were  all  of  the  mildest  possible 
type,  and  were  all  visited  by  me,  and  the  usual  precautions 
taken.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Continued  Fever. — 1  case  at  Dunston,  which  terminated 
fatally. 

Erysipelas. — 5  cases  were  notified,  but  there  were  no 
deaths. 

Puerperal  Fever. — Nil. 

Epidemic  Diarrhoea,  which  was  so  prevalent  and  fatal 
during  the  summer  months  of  last  year,  has  been  almost 
absent  this  year ;  and  there  have  been  no  deaths  registered, 
while  last  year  there  were  31.  The  decrease  is  no  doubt  due 
to  the  inclement  weather  during  last  summer,  and  the  absence 
of  the  high  temperature  which  we  generally  have. 

Scavenging,  with  the  exception  of  the  Marley  Hill 
district — which  is  now  contracted  for — is  done  by  the  men  and 
carts  of  your  own  Council.  I  should  recommend  that  the 
contents  of  the  ashpits,  etc.,  should  be  removed,  as  much  as 
possible,  through  the  night.  The  contents  of  the  middens 
are  sold  to  the  farmers  in  the  district,  who  use  them  as 
manure. 

vS LAUGHTER  Houses  are  not  yet  registered  in  this  district, 
although  it  is  very  essential  that  they  should  be,  as  I  recom¬ 
mended  in  my  last  report. 
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Cow-BYRES  are  registered,  and  periodically  inspected  by 
tlie  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  instructions  given  by  him  to 
have  them  frequently  lime-waslied. 

The  Water,  as  supplied  to  the  district  by  the  Newcastle 
and  Gateshead  and  Consett  Water  Companies,  has  been 
abundant  and  of  good  quality.  I  have  received  no  complaints, 
as  I  did  last  year,  as  to  its  colour  and  condition. 

The  Annual  Inspection  of  the  district  was  made,  as 
usual,  by  your  Council,  and  all  matters  requiring  attention 
were  brought  to  your  notice. 

j 

No  prosecution  has  been  found  necessary  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act. 

There  has  been  a  large  number  of,  principally,  cottages 
erected  at  Swalwell,  Dunston,  and  Marley  Hill;  but  as  the 
plans  for  the  erection  of  the  same  were  approved  by  your 
Council,  there  is  no  necessity  for  any  comment  from  me. 

The  drains  and  sewers  in  the  district  have  been  constantly 
attended  to  by  your  men,  and  have  been  kept  in  good  working 
order,  and  flushed,  etc.,  when  required. 

No  further  progress  has  been  made  in  the  matter  of  the 
erection  of  an  Isolation  Hospital,  which  is  so  much  needed, 
and  so  frequently  recommended  by  me. 

Appended  are  the  Tables  of  Sickness  and  Mortality 
required  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

I  remain, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  W.  ATTWATER. 


TABLES. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year  1902. 


(=1 

4  UO^SUUQ 

• 

• 

• 

• 

rH 

80 

• 

rH 

rH 

• 

• 

- 

CO 

CO 

•  H 

CD  . 

ca 

TO 

IIJH 

. 

. 

rH 

CO 

B 

# 

. 

t- 

jfoprejfl 

• 

• 

• 

>o 

* 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

IO 

^  o 

M  Jj 

0)  H— 1 

O  2 

05  ^[QAVj'BAVg 

• 

• 

* 

• 

05 

13 

• 

CO 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

18 

1  CD 

C3 

+3 

o 

C-h 

•Ul'Bq 

• 

. 

• 

• 

rH 

4 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

lO 

3[°im 

rH 

rH 

P  h3 

• 

• 

• 

lO  Q. 

CO  §< 

o 

-4-3 

^  o 

• 

• 

• 

. 

4 

iO 

• 

• 

rH 

• 

• 

• 

o 

o 

IO  CO 

05 

• 

• 

• 

* 

• 

• 

• 

• 

rH 

-4-3 

CfJ 

H 

a3 

<D 

Q 

o 

'*■“  1-0 

iO 

05 

L- 

<D 

>< 

lO  05 

• 

« 

• 

• 

rH 

• 

• 

• 

r— H 

o 

> 

1/2 

CD 

r" 

to 

ft  iO 

. 

. 

. 

rH 

CO 

05 

. 

• 

. 

, 

CO 

!—* 

<i 

1-0  1-1 

• 

• 

• 

Ci 

* 

• 

• 

• 

• 

o 

rO 

4-3 

C 

CD 

Cjd 

lO 

4-3 

o 

. 

• 

• 

. 

- 

o 

• 

. 

. 

• 

o 

o 

-43 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

41 

• 

• 

• 

• 

4 

£ 

- 

W 

<D 

H 

D 

in 

cZ 

o 

a 

- 

• 

* 

• 

tH 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

* 

rH 

cj  © 

^  J5P 

# 

• 

• 

• 

iO 

CO 

CO 

* 

4 

rH 

• 

# 

: 

CO 

L- 

<1  < 

rH 

rH 

(D 

n 

oS 

ft 

• 

; 

b 

H 

CD 

• 

• 

• 

rH 

• 

l 

H 

<D 

ftt 

• 

. 

in 

•  rH 

P 

’ 

* 

‘ 

o 

00 

* 

• 

H 

CJ 

H 

<D 

u 

CD 

<D 

CD 

> 

© 

ft 

43 

V 

3 

R 

•  rH 
■4-3 

a 

o 

CD 

K" 

<D 

• 

00 

<D 

cH 

cc 

•  rH 
4-3 

o 

mallpox 

c3 

3 

'o 

eS 
*  H 

rH 

CD 

r^ 

4-3 

rH 

#Ph 

2 

o 

c 

a3 

M 

rC 

S 

CD 

00 

C3 

.2" 

«} 

H 

> 

JV 

Ezn 

4-3 

-2 

?H 

cn 

o 

D* 

© 

ft 

© 

ft 

a 

ft 

> 

CD 

O 

•  rH 
fn 

<D 

4-3 

a 

£h 

b£ 

r— 

•  rH 

cn 

P. 

'a> 

ft 

r— H 

as 

H 

<D 

P< 

<D 

P 

<D 

P 

bD 

P 

P 

4-3 

o 

H 

m 

o 

s 

r=i 

ft 

«2 

H 

ft 

ft 

O 

ft 

ft 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1902. 
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District  at  subjoined  Ages. 
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Vital  Statistics  for  Whole  District  during1  1902  and  Previous  Years. 


Deaths  at  all  ages 
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